
How Childhood Immunisation Statistics are used 
 
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) uses the statistics to monitor the performance of the 
national childhood immunisation programme including targets. It is of public health concern 
should immunisation rates decrease, as this makes the possibility of disease transmission 
more likely. HPS therefore use the statistics to inform decision making and planning in the 
co-ordination and strengthening of health protection in Scotland, and in the study of vaccine 
preventable diseases, for example see report on Measles, mumps, rubella and whooping 
cough illness and routine childhood vaccine uptake (Jan 2016) 
 
Public Health England uses the statistics to report UK vaccine uptake rates and to supply UK 
data to the World Health Organisation (WHO). 
 
The Scottish Government uses the statistics to: monitor the performance of the national 
childhood immunisation programme including targets; inform policy decision making on the 
programme; respond to parliamentary and public business. For example, assessment of the 
measles risk in Scotland in spring 2013 and the required response included consideration of 
these statistics. See the letter issued by Scotland’s Chief Medical Officer (CMO) regarding  
the short catch-up campaign for measles immunisation in Scotland (May 2013). 
 
NHS Boards and local authorities use the statistics to: 

• Monitor the local performance of their immunisation programmes and report these 
in board reports 

• Plan services 
• In local information newsletters 
• In public awareness initiatives 

 
The statistics are also used to inform local and national public marketing campaigns. 
 
Statistics on uptake of the ‘five-in-one’ vaccination by 24 months of age and one dose of 
MMR vaccine by five years of age is published on the statistics.gov.scot website which has a 
range of users.  These are also available on the Health and Wellbeing profile on the ScotPHO 
profiles website. 
 
Other users include: 

• The voluntary sector/charities and campaign groups: for example Meningitis 
Research Foundation make reference to UK uptake statistics on their website 

• Academic researchers: for example Impact of adverse publicity on MMR vaccine 
uptake: a population based analysis of vaccine uptake records for one million 
children, born 1987–2004 (V Friederichs, J C Cameron, and C Robertson, Archives of 
Disease in Childhood, June 2006) 

• The public, for example parents and carers interested in immunisation when their 
children are due to receive vaccinations. 

• The media for example Glasgow health board MMR uptake now 'exceeding target'. 
 

http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/immvax/wrdetail.aspx?id=66471&wrtype=9
http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/immvax/wrdetail.aspx?id=66471&wrtype=9
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-uptake
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO%282013%2907.pdf
http://library.nhsggc.org.uk/mediaAssets/Board%20Papers/12-43.pdf
http://www.nhsggc.org.uk/your-health/public-health/public-health-protection-unit-phpu/phpu-newsletters/
http://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/news/roundup/articles/2013/04/17/453899-hermitage-academy-pupils-to-be-given-mmr-vaccine
http://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/News/Its-never-too-late-for-MMR-vaccine-Highland-parents-told-12042013.htm
http://www.immunisationscotland.org.uk/uploads/documents/6016-A%20guide%20to%20childhood%20immunisations%20up%20to%20five%20years%20of%20age_4.pdf
http://statistics.gov.scot/
http://www.scotpho.org.uk/comparative-health/profiles/online-profiles-tool
http://www.scotpho.org.uk/comparative-health/profiles/online-profiles-tool
http://www.meningitis.org/disease-info/vaccines
http://www.meningitis.org/disease-info/vaccines
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2082791/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2082791/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2082791/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-19990959
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