
Provisional rotavirus immunisation uptake rates 

Rotavirus is a virus that infects the stomach, causing severe diarrhoea, vomiting, 
stomach cramps and fever. The symptoms can lead to dehydration, requiring 
admission to hospital especially in young infants. Rotavirus vaccine was introduced 
to the national immunisation programme from 1 July 2013 to help prevent infants 
becoming ill from rotavirus. The rotavirus immunisation programme provides 
Rotarix® vaccine to children in two separate doses, given at least four weeks apart.  
The vaccine can be given from six weeks of age and before 24 weeks of age. 
Children are routinely offered the vaccine at two months of age and then at three 
months of age, along with other immunisations normally given at these ages. The 
vaccine is given by mouth (orally) as a liquid. 

This report presents provisional rotavirus immunisation uptake rates for children in 
Scotland born in the quarter 1 July to 30 September 2013. These children reached 
six months of age in the evaluation quarter 1 January to 31 March 2014 and were 
one of the first cohorts to be routinely offered the rotavirus vaccine. Uptake rates in 
Scotland by NHS Board of residence are presented in Table 1 and show that uptake 
is high for the recently introduced programme. In Scotland 95.8% of children 
evaluated at six months of age had received the first dose, and 93.0% had 
completed the full two dose course of rotavirus immunisation.  



 

Table 1 
Provisional rotavirus immunisation uptake rates in Scotland; by NHS Board of residence 
Children born 1 July to 30 September 2013 

 
 
 

Evaluation Quarter:  1 January to 31 March 2014
Number in

NHS Board of residence 1 Cohort 2

No. % No. %

Ayrshire & Arran 937 903 96.4 880 93.9
Borders 276 266 96.4 262 94.9
Dumfries & Galloway 311 306 98.4 304 97.7
Fife 1,002 968 96.6 939 93.7
Forth Valley 790 759 96.1 736 93.2
Grampian 1,710 1,574 92.0 1,509 88.2
Greater Glasgow & Clyde 3,483 3,347 96.1 3,259 93.6
Highland 823 775 94.2 735 89.3
Lanarkshire 1,561 1,520 97.4 1,485 95.1
Lothian 2,541 2,447 96.3 2,386 93.9
Orkney 51 47 92.2 44 86.3
Shetland 57 56 98.2 53 93.0
Tayside 1,025 986 96.2 957 93.4
Western Isles 82 78 95.1 77 93.9
NHS Board unknown4 7 .. .. .. ..

Scotland 14,656 14,039 95.8 13,633 93.0

Uptake rates3

Dose 1 Dose 2

 
Source: Scottish Immunisation and Recall System (SIRS) 

Date: May 2014 
 
1. NHS Board of residence as recorded on SIRS. 
2. This cohort of children reached 6 months of age during the evaluation quarter 1 January to 31 March 2014 (i.e. born 1 
July to 30 September 2013). 
3. Uptake rates relate to children given rotavirus immunisation before 24 weeks of age. 
4. For data recorded on SIRS under the former NHS Argyll & Clyde (which was dissolved on 31 March 2006), NHS board 
of residence is derived from the child's home postcode.  There are a small number of records which do not have a 
postcode recorded and therefore the NHS Board is unknown. 
.. Not Applicable.      
 

 

ISD publish childhood immunisation uptake rates quarterly. The standard reporting ages for 
immunisation uptake are for children at 12 months, 24 months, five years and six years of 
age. Uptake rates for rotavirus vaccine will be incorporated into the standard quarterly 
publication reporting from December 2014. The December 2014 publication relates to 
evaluation quarter 1 July to 30 September 2014. This is the evaluation quarter when the first 
full quarterly birth cohort eligible for the rotavirus vaccine as part of the routine schedule 
reach 12 months of age (that is, children born 1 July to 30 September 2013). 


